Comments for the Department of Energy on the issue of liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports

Submitted to https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/DOE_FRDOC_0001-5101 on January 2,
2025.

(DOE’s own assessment is available at chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-
12/LNGUpdate_SummaryReport_Dec2024_230pm.pdf)

Hello. My name is Nancy Boxer. | have been a lifelong environmentalist, as well as an economist
and psychotherapist, three things which do not often go in a sentence together. Nonetheless this
diverse background allows me to bring a practical approach to matters of environmental and
climate concern as well as involving considerations of the people affected.

In general, | agree with the conclusions of the Department’s own report assessing US LNG exports
of December 2024 - that approving more LNG exports will undermine critical climate goals,
increase greenhouse gas emissions and harm local communities at sites where the gas is
produced, liquified and at various junctions in transporting it to final markets.

| urge the Department to adopt the lowest level of export approvals for the following reasons:

. The history of modelling future environmental outcomes is full of examples where even the
most careful reasoning resulted in predictions which turned out to be rosier than the results. There
are many reasons for this — the unpredictability of unanticipated events, unknown interaction
effects between various factors, the leakage of pollutants (especially methane here) which are
poorly accounted for, and the wily tactics of people determined to skirt regulations for personal
profit, rarely included in calculations. Thus it is prudent to choose the strategy with the lowest
predicted environmental harm, knowing the actual results are likely to be much higher.

. Setting a policy is only the first step; what follows will generally include exceptions and
compromises, court-ordered deviations from set policy, changes on-the-ground depending on
which personnel are implementing it; changes at higher levels when Congress or Administrations
change. Let us start with the most environmentally benign export strategy possible at this time, and
keep implementing it as long as humanly possible. And then pray for the world and all creatures in
it.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Nancy Boxer
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