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Good afternoon. I’m Nancy Boxer from Havertown, Pennsylvania, to focus on 
the economic impacts of the proposed change.  

Vehicles are responsible for 22% of greenhouse gas emissions1, so easing 
regulations will notably increase global warming. How will this harm the 
health and welfare of Americans? 

1. Greater personal medical costs2 from climate change related events 
– heat, injuries from flooding, storms, hurricanes. 

2. Greater costs at hospital emergency rooms from injuries due to 
these events 

3. Costs from more emissions on food and agricultural, because rising 
temps hurt livestock and crop quality; extreme weather damages soil 
health and disrupts planting schedules, and all these create losses 
for farmers. 

4. Losses and reduced yields already cause food prices to soar and 
become scarce. The result is inflation, hunger, and less spending and 
profits for sectors beyond food and agriculture. 

5. Costs to our public health, already over several hundred billion per 
year.3  

6. Cost to workers and employers from missed workdays. 
7. Higher costs for families and business as insurance rates soar. 

 
1 https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-
emissions#:~:text=The%20transportation%20sector%20is%20one,%2C%20motorcycles%2C%20pipelines
%20and%20lubricants 
2 The World Economic Forum reports that pollution already costs the average American $2,500 a year in extra 
medical bills. (https://www.weforum.org/stories/2021/06/air-pollution-cost-america-healthcare-study/ 
3 As estimated by Natural Resources Defense Council:  chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://heathealth.info/wp-content/uploads/costs-inaction-
burden-health-report.pdf  
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8. Damage from extreme weather events. Already we have more 
frequent and costly events – from 3 per year in the 1980s to 23 per 
year in the 2020s. And the (CPI-adjusted) cost for these events has 
risen from $22 billion per year to last year’s $183 billion – a horrifying 
number, forcing insurance companies to abandon long-held 
markets. (See Table at end.) 

Against these are costs for car and truck makers. They want to avoid reducing 
the global warming impact of their products, and pass the savings to 
shareholders, or cut prices and possibly regain market share. Yet the cost to 
the public is far greater than potential rewards for shareholders. 

US automakers may actually benefit from continuing on. They risk the global 
market when they downplay clean technologies while other countries 
embrace them. China, India, Germany are gaining the growing market for 
clean electric vehicles. Why should we give it up to them? 

Looser restrictions would result in more extreme weather, worse public 
health, higher food prices, higher costs for people and business. But 
maintaining them seems cost-effective. Let’s Make America Great Again by 
keeping these restrictions on vehicles and even increasing them. The cost of 
more emissions is far less than what we all pay if you drop these life-saving 
measures.  

Thank you for your time. 

--- 

US Billion Dollar Disaster Events 1980-2024 (CPI Adjusted) 

Number and Cost of Extreme Weather Events 

 1980-89 1990-99 2000-09 2010-19 2020-24 Total 2024 
alone 

Drought 5 6 8 8 5 32  
Flooding 11 15 12 26 13 45  
Freeze 15 17 14 27 13 9  
Severe 
Storm 

23 33 44 105 84 203  



Tropical 
Cyclone 

30 45 59 117 105 67  

Wildfire 0 4 7 7 5 23  
Winter 
Storm 

3 8 1 7 5 24  

Total 33 57 67 131 115 403  
Cost/year $22.0 B $33.5 B $62.2 B $99.5 B $149.3 B  $182.7 

B 
 

Data from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) U.S. Billion-Dollar 
Weather and Climate Disasters (2025). https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/, 
DOI: 10.25921/stkw-7w73 as reported on https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/time-
series  
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