Testimony on Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) Rules for
LNG Safety

Hello, my name is Nancy Boxer. Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on this matter.

OnJune 8, 2022, piping at the Freeport LNG Terminal failed, resulting in an explosion and
fire. The explosion and fire reportedly occurred completely within the fenced boundaries,
causing damage to Freeport LNG Terminal facilities but not outside the fence line, and no
offsite structures were damaged. No injuries or fatalities occurred at the site and no
injuries or fatalities occurring outside the fence line were reported to federal authorities.

In February 2023 FERC staff reported to the community of Freeport, TX, that Freeport LNG
had corrected all safety issues and repaired damage.

But apparently the community of Freeport does not feel reassured that all is safe and well.
They fear another, perhaps even larger, explosion could take place and are unaware of what
they should do in the event of another catastrophe. It makes sense to ensure there is a well
thought out, publicly available safety plan, including a map of evacuation zones which
should be posted in easily accessible locations (like fire escape maps in hotel rooms to
make sure each guest knows how to exit safely, exactly at the moment when they need to
know), and for the town leadership and first responders to know which residential
neighborhoods are likely to be at risk.

Quoting from FERC’s Suggested Best Practices for Industry Outreach Programs to
Stakeholders:

“Companies should be aware that most stakeholders, including many agency
representatives, do not have experience with natural gas projects, particularly those
projects regulated by FERC. As a result, the project will generally benefit from an offer to
provide information and training to those agency personnel regarding the construction and
operation of natural gas facilities and the FERC review process. This often results in
improved communication and working relationships. The training and education could
take the form of workshops, written materials, videos, field visits to proposed facility
locations, or visits to active construction areas.”

Now that the construction period is over, the community is in the operational period, but
good communication about safety and evacuation continue to be important. | ask that
FERC, DOT and PHMSA keep enforcing strong health and safety standards and require
thorough and regular communication with local community leadership and first
responders regarding safety and any operating issues which might present a risk to the
community.



Thank you again for your attention.



