
Hello. My name is Nancy Boxer. I am a resident of Pennsylvania and Managing Director of 
the Association for Climate Health.  

The Delaware River Basin Commission was organized to manage the Delaware River 
system on a unified basis, looking out for such important concerns as water quality 
protection, allocation of water supplies, flow and drought management and recreational 
uses. The proposal before you threatens three of these areas under your jurisdiction.  

Liquid Natural Gas is a volatile substance and the safest way to transport it is through a 
pipeline. The company is not proposing this. Instead, Delaware River Partners (DRP) is 
planning to use trucks to transport LNG – many hundreds of trucks a day, each one moving 
and transitioning their cargo in one direction or another. Trucks driving along the roads, 
across bridges, to storage facilities and ships, ships moving along the River carrying LNG. 
Where trucks go, road accidents sometimes occur. And a road accident involving a truck 
transporting LNG can result in explosions or – if it doesn’t ignite – a concentration of vapor 
which could asphyxiate people, birds, fish in the water.  

The impact of so many additional trucks driving the roadways also includes oil leaks from 
the trucks themselves onto the roadways, which rain and snow will wash into the water 
table and the River system itself.  

Besides the risk of pollution from ongoing use of the facility, there is substantial risk of 
pollution in building the facility: 

• In order to create this new capacity, the Dock 2 wharf would require dredging. 
Dredging would destroy some of the already insufficient habitat for Atlantic 
Sturgeon and other rare or endangered flora and fauna in the River.  

• Dredging stirs up PCBs and other toxic pollutants which studies have indicated are 
buried in the River bottom. Bringing these up would increase the toxicity of the water 
to the species living in the River and to the humans who enjoy boating, fishing or 
other recreational activities in and along the River. 

• Still unknown:  what additional risks will result when you bring marine vessels of the 
size needed to service the proposed LNG facility up into regions of the Delaware 
River, far larger than any previous vessels which have travelled on the River. To build 
a facility which requires frequent shipping of a size never before tested seems 
foolhardy, in our opinion and others. 

There are additional risks which may be outside your purview, and yet deserve some 
consideration because they would be direct results of approving the DRP proposal:   



• The additional risks borne by the people of Pennsylvania as the tanker trucks travel 
across 200 miles of our roads carrying this LNG to the proposed facility – risks of 
leakage and spillage, of ordinary oil as well as LNG, risks of traffic accidents which 
could result in catastrophic fires or explosions – risks borne not for their benefit but 
for the benefit of the owners and shareholders of Delaware River Partners and New 
Fortress Energy.  

• The additional risks borne by the people in the metropolitan Philadelphia area as the 
tanker trucks travel across the Commodore Barry Bridge to New Jersey. Any 
accident along this route not only is dangerous to the heavily populated area there, 
but also jeopardizes traffic going through the Philadelphia Airport just a few miles 
away and along the I-95 interstate route which serves the entire East Coast of the 
United States.  

• The additional risks to the all people on the planet from additional methane leakage 
from yet another large project promoting the use of LNG, the chief component of 
which is methane, one of the most potent and harmful of greenhouse gases. 

All of this increases the odds of significant pollution in the Delaware River Basin. Multiplied 
by the large numbers involved here, the risk of harm to so many of your areas of concern is 
great: harm to the River ecosystem which protects the water quality of the Delaware, harm 
to the water supplies drawn directly or indirectly from the Delaware, and harm to the 
recreation which takes place in and around the Delaware River, is very high. Too high, in our 
opinion. 

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on this important matter. 


